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When the king heard his viziers' words, he was exceeding wroth and bade bring the youth, and when he came in to the king, the viziers all cried out
with one voice, saying, "O scant o' grace, thinkest thou to save thyself from slaughter by craft and guile, that thou beguilest the king with thy talk
and hopest pardon for the like of this great crime which thou hast committed?" Then the king bade fetch the headsman, so he might smite off his
head; whereupon each of the viziers fell a-saying, "I will slay him;" and they sprang upon him. Quote the youth, "O king, consider and ponder these
men's eagerness. Is this of envy or no? They would fain make severance between thee and me, so there may fall to them what they shall plunder, as
aforetime." And the king said to him, "Consider their testimony against thee." "O king," answered the young man, "how shall they testify of that
which they saw not? This is but envy and rancour; and thou, if thou slay me, thou wilt regret me, and I fear lest there betide thee of repentance that
which betided Ilan Shah, by reason of the malice of his viziers." "And what is his story?" asked Azadbekht. "O king," replied the youth,.Ali of
Damascus and Sitt el Milah, Noureddin, iii. 3..When King Shehriyar heard his brother's words he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and arising
forthright, went in to his wife Shehrzad and gave her to know of that which his brother purposed, to wit, that he sought her sister Dinarzad in
marriage; whereupon, "O king of the age," answered she, "we seek of him one condition, to wit, that he take up his abode with us, for that I cannot
brook to be parted from my sister an hour, because we were brought up together and may not brook severance from each other. If he accept this
condition, she is his handmaid." King Shehriyar returned to his brother and acquainted him with that which Shehrzad had said; and he answered,
saying, "Indeed, this is what was in my mind, for that I desire nevermore to be parted from thee. As for the kingdom, God the Most High shall send
unto it whom He chooseth, for that there abideth to me no desire for the kingship.".As for the singer, when his [stay in the oven] grew long upon
him, he came forth therefrom, thinking that her husband had gone away. Then he went up to the roof and looking down, beheld his friend the
druggist; whereat he was sore concerned and said in himself, 'Alas, the disgrace of it! This is my friend the druggist, who dealt kindly with me and
wrought me fair and I have requited him with foul' And he feared to return to the druggist; so he went down and opened the first door and would
have gone out; but, when he came to the outer door, he found it locked and saw not the key. So he stole up again to the roof and cast himself down
into the [next] house. The people of the house heard him and hastened to him, deeming him a thief. Now the house in question belonged to a
Persian; so they laid hands on him and the master of the house began to beat him, saying to him, 'Thou art a thief.' 'Nay,' answered he, 'I am no
thief, but a singing-man, a stranger. I heard your voices and came to sing to you.'.? ? ? ? ? t. The Weaver who became a Physician by his Wife's
Commandment dccccix.39. Yehya ben Khalid and the Man who forged a Letter in his Name ccvi.? ? ? ? ? An if my substance fail, no one there is
will succour me,.Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..? ? ? ? ? Yea, he thou lov'st shall be hard-hearted, recking not Of fortune's
turns or fate's caprices, in his pride..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife,
who had borne him two sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most
part thereof was wasted and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy
men and do thine endeavour to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is
praised. This lion it is that transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay
him, and he that doth evil, needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his
troops, gave chase to him and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife,
'Said I not to thee, O woman, that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against
him, and this is the issue of patience.'.? ? ? ? ? Forbear thy verse-making, O thou that harbourest in the camp, Lest to the gleemen thou become a
name of wonderment..The Thirteenth Night of the Month..Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it befell
that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met those
of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and to
Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the
creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from
change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and
patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following
verses:.The eunuch thanked him and blessed him and mounting, returned upon his way, following the trace, whilst the cavalier rode with him to a
certain road, when he said to him, 'This is where we left him.' Then he took leave of him and returned to his own city, whilst the eunuch fared on
along the road, enquiring of the youth in every village he entered by the description which the cavalier had given him, and he ceased not to do thus
till he came to the village where the young Melik Shah was. So he entered and lighting down therein, made enquiry after the prince, but none gave
him news of him; whereat he abode perplexed concerning his affair and addressed himself to depart. Accordingly he mounted his horse [and set out
homeward]; but, as he passed through the village, he saw a cow bound with a rope and a youth asleep by her side, with the end of the halter in his
hand; so he looked at him and passed on and took no heed of him in his heart; but presently he stopped and said in himself; 'If he of whom I am in
quest be come to the like [of the condition] of yonder sleeping youth, by whom I passed but now, how shall I know him? Alas, the length of my
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travail and weariness! How shall I go about in quest of a wight whom I know not and whom, if I saw him face to face, I should not know?'.? ? ? ? ?
c. The Jewish Physician's Story xxviii.Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and
the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out,
whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and
made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed
not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying,
'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered, saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have
taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it
for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked
for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he
planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till
the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the
Poets ccccxxxii.? ? ? ? ? a. The Foolish Weaver clii.When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah,
this is my brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my
friend who used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my
clothes [and money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of
[sherbet of] sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he
said to me, 'O my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted
with] our case; but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce
[you!*]' And they assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the
dead..When the evening evened, the king sent after the vizier and when he presented himself before him, he required of him the hearing of the
[promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, O illustrious lord, that.? ? ? ? ? O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, Give
ear unto my words and verses thereanent..Accordingly, the king bade fetch the girl [and she came]. Then there befell that which befell of his
foregathering with the elder sister, and when he went up to his couch, that he might sleep, the younger sister said to the elder, 'I conjure thee by
Allah, O my sister, an thou be not asleep, tell us a story of thy goodly stories, wherewithal we may beguile the watches of our night, against
morning come and parting.' 'With all my heart,' answered she and fell to relating to her, whilst the king listened. Her story was goodly and
delightful, and whilst she was in the midst of telling it, the dawn broke. Now the king's heart clave to the hearing of the rest of the story; so he
respited her till the morrow, and when it was the next night, she told him a story concerning the marvels of the lands and the extraordinary chances
of the folk, that was yet stranger and rarer than the first. In the midst of the story, the day appeared and she was silent from the permitted speech. So
he let her live till the ensuing night, so he might hear the completion of the story and after put her to death..150. The Rogueries of Delileh the
Crafty and her Daughter Zeyneb the Trickstress dcxcviii.? ? ? ? ? The eyes of lovely women are likened unto me; Indeed, amongst the gardens I
open many an eye..? ? ? ? ? Accuse me falsely, cruelly entreat me; still ye are My heart's beloved, at whose hands no rigour I resent..There was
once a king of the kings of the earth, who dwelt in a populous (236) city, abounding in good; but he oppressed its people and used them foully, so
that he ruined (237) the city; and he was named none other than tyrant and misdoer. Now he was wont, whenas he heard of a masterful man (238)
in another land, to send after him and tempt him with money to take service with him; and there was a certain tither, who exceeded all his brethren
in oppression of the people and foulness of dealing. So the king sent after him and when he stood before him, he found him a mighty man (239)
and said to him, 'Thou hast been praised to me, but meseemeth thou overpassest the description. Set out to me somewhat of thy sayings and doings,
so I may be dispensed therewith from [enquiring into] all thy circumstance.' 'With all my heart,' answered the other. 'Know, O king, that I oppress
the folk and people (240) the land, whilst other than I wasteth (241) it and peopleth it not.'.? ? ? ? ? She gives me to drink of her cheeks and her
honeyed lips And quenches the worst of the fires that my heart devour..'It is told of a certain doughty thief, that he used to rob and stop the way by
himself upon caravans, and whenever the prefect of police and the magistrates sought him, he would flee from them and fortify himself in the
mountains. Now it befell that a certain man journeyed along the road wherein was the robber in question, and this man was alone and knew not the
perils that beset his way. So the highwayman came out upon him and said to him, "Bring out that which is with thee, for I mean to slay thee without
fail." Quoth the traveller, "Slay me not, but take these saddle-bags and divide [that which is in] them and take the fourth part [thereof]." And the
thief answered, "I will not take aught but the whole." "Take half," rejoined the traveller, "and let me go." But the robber replied, "I will take nought
but the whole, and I will slay thee [to boot]." And the traveller said, "Take it.".? ? ? ? ? What if the sabre cut me limb from limb! No torment 'twere
for lovers true and leal..So he said to her, 'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my
lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone,
smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to
whom belong might and majesty,) and she entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house,
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comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the
finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man
aforesaid]..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with
"Welcome! Fair welcome!" I hail, iii. 136..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..There abode once, of old days and in bygone ages and
times, in the city of Baghdad, the Abode of Peace, the Khalif Haroun er Reshid, and he had boon-companions and story-tellers, to entertain him by
night Among his boon-companions was a man called Abdallah ben Nan, who was high in favour with him and dear unto him, so that he was not
forgetful of him a single hour. Now it befell, by the ordinance of destiny, that it became manifest to Abdallah that he was grown of little account
with the Khalif and that he paid no heed unto him; nor, if he absented himself, did he enquire concerning him, as had been his wont. This was
grievous to Abdallah and he said in himself, "Verily, the heart of the Commander of the Faithful and his fashions are changed towards me and
nevermore shall I get of him that cordiality wherewith he was wont to entreat me." And this was distressful to him and concern waxed upon him, so
that he recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? p. The Foxes and the Wolf dcxxx.156. Khelifeh the Fisherman of Baghdad cccxxxii.68. Haroun er
Reshid and the three Poets ccclxxxvi.When the king heard his vizier's words, he marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his
lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].? ? ?
? ? Crude amber (158) in its native land unheeded goes, but, when It comes abroad, upon the necks to raise it men delight..37. The Imam Abou
Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.It befell, one day of the days, that King Bihkerd embarked in a ship and put out to sea, so he might fish; but
the wind blew on them and the ship foundered. The king won ashore on a plank, unknown of any, and came forth, naked, on one of the coasts; and
it chanced that he landed in the country whereof the father of the youth aforesaid, [his sometime servant], was king. So he came in the night to the
gate of the latter's city and [finding it shut], took up his lodging [for the night] in a burying-place there..86. Omar ben el Khettab and the Young
Bedouin cccxcv.When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number,
besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's
mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and
the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and]
markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and
grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came
to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of
their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade the eunuch bring him news of them..Now the uncle's son of the king
of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but God the Most High decreed that he should get the
better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier, who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he
fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso
answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived
at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.'
Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next
day..Patience, Of the Advantages of, i. 89..? ? ? ? ? I crave none other than thou for friend, beloved of my heart; So trust in my speech, for the
generous are true and trusty still..? ? ? ? ? Like a sun at the end of a cane in a hill of sand, She shines in a dress of the hue of pomegranate
flower..88. The Mad Lover dclxxiv.Then Ishac seized upon her hand and carrying her into the house, said to her, 'Take the lute and sing; for never
saw I nor heard thy like in smiting upon the lute; no, not even myself!' 'O my lord,' answered she, 'thou makest mock of me. Who am I that thou
shouldst say all this to me? Indeed, this is but of thy kindness.' 'Nay, by Allah,' exclaimed he, 'I said but the truth to thee and I am none of those on
whom pretence imposeth. These three months hath nature not moved thee to take the lute and sing thereto, and this is nought but an extraordinary
thing. But all this cometh of strength in the craft and self-restraint.' Then he bade her sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took
the lute and tightening its strings, smote thereon a number of airs, so that she confounded Ishac's wit and he was like to fly for delight. Then she
returned to the first mode and sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Thus unto thee have I set forth my case; consider well My words, so thou
mayst guided be aright by their intent..[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their
grandfather the Sheikh Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and
they all wept for Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to
perish [of concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather
mine, there is nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know
that yonder accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and
meanest [of the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her
deliverance; else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he
obey, [all will be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The
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affair is thine; contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.? ? ? ? ? Then sent
I speech to thee in verses such as burn The heart; reproach therein was none nor yet unright;.? ? ? ? ? Beard of the old he-goat, the one-eyed, what
shall be My saying of a knave, his fashion and degree?.? ? ? ? ? Peace upon thee! Ah, how bitter were the severance from thee! Be not this thy
troth-plight's ending nor the last of our delight!.? ? ? ? ? b. The Falcon and the Birds clii.When King Shah Bekht heard his vizier's speech, he was
confounded before him and abashed and marvelled at the gravity of his understanding and his patience. So he sprang up to him and embraced him
and the vizier kissed his feet. Then the king called for a sumptuous dress of honour and cast it over Er Rehwan and entreated him with the utmost
honour and showed him special favour and restored him to his rank and vizierate. Moreover he imprisoned those who had sought his destruction
with leasing and committed unto himself to pass judgment upon the interpreter who had expounded to him the dream. So the vizier abode in the
governance of the realm till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights; and this (added Shehrzad) is all, O king of the age, that hath come down
to us of King Shah Bekht and his vizier..One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere, ii. 252..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Physician Douban xi.? ? ? ? ? O
thou with love of whom I'm smitten, yet content, I prithee come to me and hasten to my side..? ? ? ? ? Deem not, O youth, that I to thee incline;
indeed, no part Have I in those who walk the ways, the children of the tent. (87).When Tuhfeh beheld this, she called to mind her lord and wept
sore and said, 'I beseech God the Most High to vouchsafe me speedy deliverance, so I may return to my palace and that my high estate and
queendom and glory and be reunited with my lord and master Er Reshid.' Then she walked in that garden and saw in its midst a dome of white
marble, raised on columns of black teak and hung with curtains embroidered with pearls and jewels. Amiddleward this pavilion was a fountain,
inlaid with all manner jacinths, and thereon a statue of gold, and [beside it] a little door. She opened the door and found herself in a long passage;
so she followed it and behold, a bath lined with all kinds of precious marbles and floored with a mosaic of pearls and jewels. Therein were four
cisterns of alabaster, one facing other, and the ceiling of the bath was of glass coloured with all manner colours, such as confounded the
understanding of the folk of understanding and amazed the wit.."When I returned from my fifth voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking
and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel
again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad,
[intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout ship, in company with a number of other merchants of
like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous
case..Then she sent to acquaint her father with this; whereupon the king called Abou Temam to him and said to him, 'Thou camest not but to see
my daughter. Why, then, hast thou not looked upon her?' Quoth Abou Temam, 'I saw everything.' And the king said, 'Why didst thou not take
somewhat of that which thou sawest of jewels and the like? For they were set for thee.' But he answered, 'It behoveth me not to put out my hand to
aught that is not mine.' When the king heard his speech, he gave him a sumptuous dress of honour and loved him exceedingly and said to him,
'Come, look at this pit.' So Abou Temam went up [to the mouth of the pit] and looked, and behold, it was full of heads of men; and the king said to
him, 'These are the heads of ambassadors, whom I slew, for that I saw them without loyalty to their masters, and I was used, whenas I saw an
ambassador without breeding, (123) to say, "He who sent him is less of breeding than he, for that the messenger is the tongue of him who sendeth
him and his breeding is of his master's breeding; and whoso is on this wise, it befitteth not that he be akin to me." (124) So, because of this, I used
to put the messengers to death; but, as for thee, thou hast overcome us and won my daughter, of the excellence of thy breeding; so be of good heart,
for she is thy master's.' Then he sent him back to king Ilan Shah with presents and rarities and a letter, saying, 'This that I have done is in honour of
thee and of thine ambassador.'.By Allah, but that I trusted that I should meet you again, ii. 266..It befell, after this, that a man was slain in Abou
Sabir's village; wherefore the Sultan caused plunder the village, and they plundered the headman's goods with the rest So his wife said to him, 'All
the Sultan's officers know thee; so do thou prefer thy plaint to the king, that he may cause thy beasts to be restored to thee.' But he said to her, 'O
woman, said I not to thee that he who doth evil shall suffer it? Indeed, the king hath done evil, and he shall suffer [the consequences of] his deed,
for whoso taketh the goods of the folk, needs must his goods be taken.' A man of his neighbours heard his speech, and he was an envier of his; so
he went to the Sultan and acquainted him therewith, whereupon he sent and plundered all [the rest of] his goods and drove him forth from the
village, and his wife [and children] with him. So they went wandering in the desert and his wife said to him, 'All that hath befallen us cometh of thy
slothfulness in affairs and thy default.' But he said to her, 'Have patience, for the issue of patience is good.'.On this wise they abode a whole year, at
the end of which time Selim said to the queen-mother, 'Know that my life is not pleasing to me nor can I abide with you in contentment till I get me
tidings of my sister and learn in what issue her affair hath resulted and how she hath fared after me. Wherefore I will go and be absent from you a
year's space; then will I return to you, so it please God the Most High and I accomplish of this that which I hope.' Quoth she, 'I will not trust to thy
word, but will go with thee and help thee to that which thou desirest of this and further thee myself therein.' So she took a ship and loaded it with
all manner things of price, goods and treasures and what not else. Moreover, she appointed one of the viziers, a man in whom she trusted and in his
fashion and ordinance, to rule the realm in their absence, saying to him, 'Abide [in the kingship] a full-told year and ordain all that whereof thou
hast need..? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..9.
Kemerezzeman and Budour ccxviii.Haste not to that thou dost desire; for haste is still unblest, ii. 88..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Bekhit
xxxix.There was once, of old days and in bygone ages and times, a king of the kings of the time, by name Shah Bekht, who had troops and servants
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and guards galore and a vizier called Er Rehwan, who was wise, understanding, a man of good counsel and a cheerful acceptor of the
commandments of God the Most High, to whom belong might and majesty. The king committed to him the affairs of his kingdom and his subjects
and said according to his word, and on this wise he abode a long space of time..So saying, he went up to the princess and laying his hand upon her
heart, found it fluttering like a doveling and the life yet clinging to (112) her bosom. So he laid his hand upon her cheek, whereupon she opened her
eyes and beckoning to her maid, signed to her, as who should say, "Who is this that treadeth my carpet and transgresseth against me?" (113) "O my
lady," answered Shefikeh, "this is Prince El Abbas, for whose sake thou departest the world." When Mariyeh heard speak of El Abbas, she raised
her hand from under the coverlet and laying it upon his neck, inhaled his odour awhile. Then she sat up and her colour returned to her and they sat
talking till a third part of the night was past..? ? ? ? ? O ye who have withered my heart and marred my hearing and my sight, Desire and transport
for your sake wax on me night and day..? ? ? ? ? All, all, for thy sweet sake, I left; ay, I forsook Aziz, my sire, and those akin to me that hight.So
the youth obeyed his father's commandment and taking him, carried him to the slave-dealer and said to the latter, 'Sell me this old man.' Quoth the
dealer, 'Who will buy this fellow, and he a man of fourscore?' Then said he to the king, 'In what crafts dost thou excel?' Quoth he, 'I know the
quintessence of jewels and I know the quintessence of horses and that of men; brief, I know the quintessence of all things.' So the dealer took him
and went about, offering him for sale to the folk; but none would buy. Presently, up came the overseer of the [Sultan's] kitchen and said, 'What is
this man?' And the dealer answered, 'This is a slave for sale.' The cook marvelled at this and bought the king for ten thousand dirhems, after
questioning him of what he could do. Then he paid down the money and carried him to his house, but dared not employ him in aught of service; so
he appointed him an allowance, such as should suffice for his livelihood, and repented him of having bought him, saying, 'What shall I do with the
like of this fellow?'.79. Khusrau and Shirin and the Fisherman cccxci.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in himself, 'Needs
must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her, and saw her
overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to her, saying,
'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and confidence, so do
not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is lawful to thee. As
for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a byword and a reproach
among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented with the utmost of
repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else shall I be disgraced
with the king.'.? ? ? ? ? O breeze of heaven, from me a charge I prithee take And do not thou betray the troth of my despair;.The merchant believed
her and she took leave of him and went away, leaving in his heart a thousand regrets, for that the love of her had gotten possession of him and he
knew not how he should win to her; wherefore he abode enamoured, love-distraught, unknowing if he were alive or dead. As soon as she was gone,
he shut his shop and going up to the Court, went in to the Chief Cadi and saluted him. The magistrate returned his salutation and entreated him with
honour and seated him by his side. Then said Alaeddin to him, "I come to thee, a suitor, seeking thine alliance and desiring the hand of thy noble
daughter." "O my lord merchant," answered the Cadi, "indeed my daughter beseemeth not the like of thee, neither sorteth she with the goodliness of
thy youth and the pleasantness of thy composition and the sweetness of thy discourse;" but Alaeddin rejoined, saying, "This talk behoveth thee not,
neither is it seemly in thee; if I be content with her, how should this irk thee?" So they came to an accord and concluded the treaty of marriage at a
dower precedent of five purses (257) paid down then and there and a dower contingent of fifteen purses, (258) so it might be uneath unto him to put
her away, forasmuch as her father had given him fair warning, but he would not be warned..Meanwhile, when Aboulhusn went out from the
presence of the Khalif and went to lay out Nuzhet el Fuad, the prince mourned for her and dismissing the divan, arose and betook himself, leaning
upon Mesrour, the swordsman of his vengeance, [to the pavilion of the harem, where he went in] to the Lady Zubeideh, that he might condole with
her for her slave-girl. He found the princess sitting weeping and awaiting his coming, so she might condole with him for [his boon-companion]
Aboulhusn el Khelia. So he said to her, "May thy head outlive thy slave-girl Nuzhet el Fuad!" And she answered, saying, "O my lord, God preserve
my slave-girl! Mayst thou live and long survive thy boon-companion Aboulhusn el Khelia! For he is dead.".As he was thus, behold, Aamir called
out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast down on his back and
chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared on before him a little,
and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl ben Kaab in their van,
mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir, cleave fast to my horse and
guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew their braves and slew of
them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of them to other, "Verily,
the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of you will be saved.".? ? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ja. Story of David and Solomon dcccxcix.Term, Of the Appointed, i. 147..Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..42. Er
Reshid and the Barmecides dlxvii.Dethroned King whose Kingdom and Good were restored to him, The, i. 285..? ? ? ? ? How long shall I anights
distracted be for love Of thee? How long th' assaults of grief and woes abide?.Quoth Shefikeh, "My mistress hath occasion for thee; so come thou
with me and I will engage to restore thee to thy dwelling in weal and safety." But the nurse answered, saying, "Indeed, her palace is become
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forbidden (103) to me and never again will I enter therein, for that God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) of His favour and bounty
hath rendered me independent of her." So Shefikeh returned to her mistress and acquainted her with the nurse's words and that wherein she was of
affluence; whereupon Mariyeh confessed the unseemliness of her dealing with her and repented, whenas repentance profited her not; and she abode
in that her case days and nights, whilst the fire of longing flamed in her heart..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the
Three Ladies of Baghdad ix.Then said the king, "Hast thou a need we may accomplish unto thee? For indeed we are exceeding beholden to thee for
that which thou didst in the matter of Hudheifeh and his folk." And he let cast over him a mantle of Egyptian satin, worth an hundred dinars.
Moreover, he bade his treasurer give him a thousand dinars and said to him, "O youth, take this in part of that which thou deserves! of us; and if
thou prolong thy sojourn with us, we will give thee slaves and servants." El Abbas kissed the earth and said, "O king, may grant thee abiding
prosperity, I deserve not all this." Then he put his hand to his poke and pulling out two caskets of gold, in each of which were rubies, whose value
none could tell, gave them to the king, saying, "O king, God cause thy prosperity to endure, I conjure thee by that which God hath vouchsafed thee,
heal my heart by accepting these two caskets, even as I have accepted thy present." So the king accepted the two caskets and El Abbas took his
leave and went away to the bazaar..4. The Three Apples lxviii.King who knew the Quintessence of Things, The, i. 230..? ? ? ? ? x. The
Sandal-wood Merchant and the Sharpers dciii.? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.Meanwhile, Queen Kemeriyeh and
her company sailed on, without ceasing, till they came under the palace wherein was Tuhfeh, to wit, that of Meimoun the Sworder; and by the
ordinance of destiny, Tuhfeh herself was then sitting on the belvedere of the palace, pondering the affair of Haroun er Reshid and her own and that
which had befallen her and weeping for that she was doomed to slaughter. She saw the ship and what was therein of those whom we have named,
and they in mortal guise, and said, 'Alas, my sorrow for yonder ship and the mortals that be therein!' As for Kemeriyeh and her company, when
they drew near the palace, they strained their eyes and seeing Tuhfeh sitting, said, 'Yonder sits Tuhfeh. May God not bereave [us] of her!' Then
they moored their ship and making for the island, that lay over against the palace, spread carpets and sat eating and drinking; whereupon quoth
Tuhfeh, 'Welcome and fair welcome to yonder faces! These are my kinswomen and I conjure thee by Allah, O Jemreh, that thou let me down to
them, so I may sit with them awhile and make friends with them and return.' Quoth Jemreh, 'I may on no wise do that.' And Tuhfeh wept. Then the
folk brought out wine and drank, what while Kemeriyeh took the lute and sang the following verses:.When her master heard this, his reason fled for
joy and he went to his friend the draper and said to him, "Thou wast right in the matter of the damsel, for that she is enamoured of the young
Damascene; so how shall I do?" Quoth the other, "Go to the bazaar and when thou seest him, salute him and say to him, 'Indeed, thy departure the
other day, without accomplishing thine occasion, was grievous to me; so, if thou be still minded to buy the girl, I will abate thee an hundred dinars
of that which thou badest for her, by way of hospitable entreatment of thee and making myself agreeable to thee; for that thou art a stranger in our
land.' If he say to thee, 'I have no desire for her' and hold off from thee, know that he will not buy; in which case, let me know, so I may contrive
thee another device; and if he say to thee other than this, conceal not from me aught..THE TWO KINGS AND THE VIZIER'S DAUGHTERS.
(154).21. Kemerezzeman and Budour clxx.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and
news of him was cut off from her, wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar
her husband. Now she had an eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted,
a man of good counsel. So she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not
therefore avail to get me news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed
from the first, and were thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they
would never credit thee, since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and
thou speakest truly; but, provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he
said to her, 'How shall we contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or
else news of him.'.32. The Mock Khalif cclxxxvi.? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story dccccxxxii.El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again, iii.
108..Khalif, El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the Favourite of the, iii. 171..9. The History of King Omar ben
Ennuman and his Sons Sherkan and Zoulmekan xlv.? ? ? ? ? Till in a robe of sandal green 'twas clad And veil that blended rose and flame (216) in
hue..? ? ? ? ? n. The Man whose Caution was the Cause of his Death dcccciii.Three men once went out in quest of riches and came upon a block of
gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew near a certain city, when
one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the mosque and one of them
arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for himself alone. So he bought
food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the gold without him. Then they
ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..? ? ? ? ? q. The Stolen Necklace dccccxciv.[Then they went
up to the palace and] the interpreter went in to Selma and said to her, 'O king of the age, here is an Indian woman, who cometh from the land of
Hind, and she hath laid hands on a young man, a servant, avouching that he is her husband, who hath been missing these two years, and she came
not hither but on his account, and indeed these many days she hath done almsdeeds [in the city]. And here is a man, a cook, who avoucheth that the
young man is his slave.' When the queen heard these words, her entrails quivered and she groaned from an aching heart and called to mind her
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brother and that which had betided him. Then she bade those who were about her bring them before her, and when she saw them, she knew her
brother and was like to cry aloud; but her reason restrained her; yet could she not contain herself, but she must needs rise up and sit down.
However, she enforced herself unto patience and said to them, 'Let each of you acquaint me with his case.'.Sharpers, The Money-Changer and the
Ass, The, ii. 41..Then she returned home, troubled and careful; and when her husband saw her on this wise, he questioned her of her case and she
said to him, 'Verily, my breast is straitened by reason of thee and of the simpleness of thine intent. Straitness liketh me not and thou in thy [present]
craft gaiuest nought; so either do thou seek out a craft other than this or pay me my due (17) and let me go my way.' Her husband chid her for this
and admonished her; (18) but she would not be turned from her intent and said to him, 'Go forth and watch yonder physician how he doth and leam
from him what he saith.' Quoth he, 'Let not thy heart be troubled: I will go every day to the physician's assembly.'.?THE NINTH OFFICER'S
STORY.
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