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So the prefect carried him up to the Sultan and he said, "I have an advertisement for thee, O my lord." "What is thine advertisement?" asked the
Sultan; and the thief said, "I repent and will deliver into thy hand all who are evildoers; and whomsoever I bring not, I will stand in his stead."
Quoth the Sultan, "Give him a dress of honour and accept his profession of repentance." So he went down from the presence and returning to his
comrades, related to them that which had passed and they confessed his subtlety and gave him that which they had promised him. Then he took the
rest of the stolen goods and went up with them to the Sultan. When the latter saw him, he was magnified in his eyes and he commanded that nought
should be taken from him. Then, when he went down, [the Sultan's] attention was diverted from him, little by little, till the case was forgotten, and
so he saved the booty [for himself].' The folk marvelled at this and the fifteenth officer came forward and said, 'Know that among those who make
a trade of knavery are those whom God the Most High taketh on their own evidence against themselves.' 'How so?' asked they; and he said..Now a
party of the troops had banded themselves together for Belehwan; so they sent to him and bringing him privily, went in to the little Melik Shah and
seized him and seated his uncle Belehwan on the throne of the kingship. Then they proclaimed him king and did homage to him all, saying, 'Verily,
we desire thee and deliver to thee the throne of the kingship; but we wish of thee that thou slay not thy brother's son, for that on our consciences are
the oaths we swore to his father and grandfather and the covenants we made with them.' So Belehwan granted them this and imprisoned the boy in
an underground dungeon and straitened him. Presently, the heavy news reached his mother and this was grievous to her; but she could not speak
and committed her affair to God the Most High, daring not name this to King Caesar her husband, lest she should make her uncle King Suleiman
Shah a liar..Damascus is all gardens decked for the pleasance of the eyes; For the seeker there are black-eyed girls and boys of Paradise.".? ? ? ? ? r.
Prince Behram of Persia and the Princess Ed Detma dccccxciv.The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice blew, ii. 235..One day, King Suleiman Shah
went in to his brother's daughter and kissing her head, said to her, 'Thou art my daughter and dearer to me than a child, for the love of thy father
deceased; wherefore I am minded to marry thee to one of my sons and appoint him my heir apparent, so he may be king after me. Look, then,
which thou wilt have of my sons, for that thou hast been reared with them and knowest them.' The damsel arose and kissing his hand, said to him,
'O my lord, I am thine handmaid and thou art the ruler over me; so whatsoever pleaseth thee, do, for that thy wish is higher and more honourable
and nobler [than mine] and if thou wouldst have me serve thee, [as a handmaid], the rest of my life, it were liefer to me than any [husband].'.So he
sat down at the sharper's head, and said to him, 'Know, O Razi, that I will not leave thee till after ten days and their nights, wherein I will wake and
sleep by thy grave. So arise and be not a fool.' But he answered him not and El Merouzi [drew his knife and] fell to sticking it into the other's hands
and feet, thinking to make him move; but [he stirred not and] he presently grew weary of this and concluded that the sharper was dead in good
earnest. [However, he still misdoubted of the case] and said in himself, 'This fellow is dissembling, so he may enjoy all the money.' Therewith he
addressed himself to prepare him [for burial] and bought him perfumes and what [not else] was needed. Then they brought him to the
washing-place and El Merouzi came to him and heating water till it boiled and bubbled and a third of it was wasted, (40) fell to pouring it on his
skin, so that it turned red and blue and blistered; but he abode still on one case [and stirred not]..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.For the uses of
food I was fashioned and made, ii. 223..Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..? ? ? ? ? Yet shall thou suffer that which I
from thee have borne And with love's woes thy heart shall yet be mortified..So he rose from his sleep and finding himself in his own saloon and his
mother by him, misdoubted of his wit and said to her, "By Allah, O my mother, I saw myself in a dream in a palace, with slave-girls and servants
about me and in attendance upon me, and I sat upon the throne of the Khalifate and ruled. By Allah, O my mother, this is what I saw, and verily it
was not a dream!" Then he bethought himself awhile and said, "Assuredly, I am Aboulhusn el Khelia, and this that I saw was only a dream, and [it
was in a dream that] I was made Khalif and commanded and forbade." Then he bethought himself again and said, "Nay, but it was no dream and I
am no other than the Khalif, and indeed I gave gifts and bestowed dresses of honour." Quoth his mother to him, "O my son, thou sportest with thy
reason: thou wilt go to the hospital and become a gazing-stock. Indeed, that which thou hast seen is only from the Devil and it was a delusion of
dreams, for whiles Satan sporteth with men's wits in all manner ways.".? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved
one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..And the king bade him depart to his own house..So the girl's owner betook himself to the bazaar, where he found
the youth seated at the upper end of the merchants' place of session, selling and buying and taking and giving, as he were the moon on the night of
its full, and saluted him. The young man returned his salutation and he said to him, "O my lord, be not thou vexed at the girl's speech the other day,
for her price shall be less than that [which thou badest], to the intent that I may propitiate thy favour. If thou desire her for nought, I will send her to
thee, or if thou wouldst have me abate thee of her price, I will well, for I desire nought but what shall content thee; for that thou art a stranger in our
land and it behoveth us to entreat thee hospitably and have consideration for thee." "By Allah," answered the youth, "I will not take her from thee
but at an advance on that which I bade thee for her aforetime; so wilt thou now sell her to me for seventeen hundred dinars?" And the other
answered," O my lord, I sell her to thee, may God bless thee in her.".Conclusion..And for another story of the same kind,' continued the officer,.? ?
? ? ? j. King Suleiman Shah and his Sons cccclxxv.?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? p. The Sixteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.This was
all the merchant's good; so he said, "O youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so
they played and El Abbas beat him and won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him,
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"Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where
he had left] his servant [Aamir] and found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this
and accompanied him till they came before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation.
Quoth the king to him, "Whence comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..He
returned them the most gracious of answers and bade carry the Magian forth of the town and set him on a high scaffold that had been builded for
him there; and he said to the folk, 'Behold, I will torture him with all kinds of fashions of torment.' Then he fell to telling them that which he had
wrought of knavery with the daughter of his father's brother and what he had caused betide her of severance between her and her husband and how
he had required her of herself, but she had sought refuge against him with God (to whom belong might and majesty) and chose rather humiliation
than yield to his wishes, notwithstanding stress of torment; neither recked she aught of that which he lavished to her of wealth and raiment and
jewels..152. Ardeshir and Heyat en Nufous dccxu.Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a draper's shop and there used to come to me a man
whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered
with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and
another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dlxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Quoth Sherik, "On me be his
warranty, may God assain the king!" So the Tai departed, after a term had been assigned him for his coming..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of
Sindbad the Sailor cclxix.When she came in sight of the folk, they kissed the earth before her and she said to them, 'Tell me what hath betided
Queen Tuhfeh from yonder dog Meimoun and why did ye not send to me and tell me?' Quoth they, 'And who was this dog that we should send to
thee, on his account? Indeed, he was the least and meanest [of the Jinn].' Then they told her what Kemeriyeh and her sisters had done and how they
had practised upon Meimoun and delivered Tuhfeh from his hand, fearing lest he should slay her, whenas he found himself discomfited; and she
said, 'By Allah, the accursed one was wont to prolong his looking upon her!' And Tuhfeh fell to kissing Queen Es Shuhba's hand, whilst the latter
strained her to her bosom and kissed her, saying, 'Trouble is past; so rejoice in assurance of relief.'.? ? ? ? ? Indeed her glance, her sides are soft; but
none the less, alas! Her heart is harder than the rock; there is no mercy there..Presently, the idiot returned, with somewhat to add to his hoard, but
found it not; so he bethought him who had followed him and remembered that he had found the sharper aforesaid assiduous in sitting with him and
questioning him. So he went in quest of him, assured that he had taken the pot, and gave not over looking for him till he espied him sitting;
whereupon he ran to him and the sharper saw him. [Then the idiot stood within earshot] and muttered to himself and said, 'In the pot are threescore
dinars and I have with me other score in such a place and to-day I will unite the whole in the pot.' When the sharper heard him say this to himself,
muttering and mumbling after his fashion, he repented him of having taken the dinars and said, 'He will presently return to the pot and find it
empty; wherefore that (264) for which I am on the look-out will escape me; and meseemeth I were best restore the dinars [to their place], so he may
see them and leave all that is with him in the pot, and I can take the whole.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother clii.? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching for them,
till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.' When they
heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell to calling on
them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?' Then one of
the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my way to him,
and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and buffeted his
head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the issues of
affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light upon news
of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..? ? ? ? ? O thou that blamest me for my heart
and railest at my ill, Hadst them but tasted my spirit's grief, thou wouldst excuse me still..O thou that blamest me for my heart and railest at my ill,
ii. 101..? ? ? ? ? I'll say. If for my loved ones' loss I rent my heart for dole,.Quoth En Numan, "What prompted thee to keep faith, the case being as
thou sayest?" "O king," answered the Arab, "it was my religion." And En Numan said, "What is thy religion?" "The Christian," replied the other.
Quoth the king, "Expound it unto me." [So the Tai expounded it to him] and En Numan became a Christian. (174).? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the
Wind dcxv.Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..32. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth dxxxiv.Idiot and the Sharper, The, i. 298..So, of
the heaviness of his wit, he believed her and turning back, went in to the trooper; but she had foregone him, and when he saw her beside her lover,
he fell to looking on her and pondering. Then he saluted her and she returned him the salutation; and when she spoke, he was bewildered. So the
trooper said to him, 'What ails thee to be thus?' And he answered, 'This woman is my wife and the voice is her voice.' Then he rose in haste and
returning to his own house, saw his wife, who had foregone him by the secret passage. So he went back to the trooper's house and saw her sitting as
before; whereupon he was abashed before her and sitting down in the trooper's sitting-chamber, ate and drank with him and became drunken and
abode without sense all that day till nightfall, when the trooper arose and shaving off some of the fuller's hair (which was long and flowing) after
the fashion of the Turks, clipped the rest short and clapped a tarboush on his head..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon
she shows upon a night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..So they ate and Tuhfeh looked at the two kings,
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who had not changed their favour and said to Kemeriyeh, 'O my lady, what is yonder wild beast and that other like unto him? By Allah, mine eye
brooketh not the sight of them.' Kemeriyeh laughed and answered, 'O my sister, that is my father Es Shisban and the other is Meimoun the
Sworder; and of the pride of their souls and their arrogance, they consented not to change their [natural] fashion. Indeed, all whom thou seest here
are, by nature, like unto them in fashion; but, on thine account, they have changed their favour, for fear lest thou be disquieted and for the
comforting of thy mind, so thou mightest make friends with them and be at thine ease.' 'O my lady,' quoth Tuhfeh, 'indeed I cannot look at them.
How frightful is yonder Meimoun, with his [one] eye! Mine eye cannot brook the sight of him, and indeed I am fearful of him.' Kemeriyeh laughed
at her speech, and Tuhfeh said, 'By Allah, O my lady, I cannot fill my eye with them!' (200) Then said her father Es Shisban to her, 'What is this
laughing?' So she bespoke him in a tongue none understood but they [two] and acquainted him with that which Tuhfeh had said; whereat he
laughed a prodigious laugh, as it were the pealing thunder..? ? ? ? ? x. The King and his Chamberlain's Wife dccccxvii.1. The Merchant and the
Genie i.? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young and old..SHEHRZAD AND
SHEHRIYAR. (163).So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the comrades of him of the ass, and said
to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him
but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him and handling him. Then said they to
the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than half a score paras to us.' Then they left
him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech, saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy
him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We
supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and indeed he hath a default, for that he
is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin dxxxii.The vizier's story
pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? The zephyr's sweetness on the coppice
blew, And as with falling fire 'twas clad anew;.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to exceeding delight and said, 'Well done, O queen of
delight! None can avail to describe thee. Sing to us on the apple,' Quoth Tuhfeh, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she improvised and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The King and his Vizier's Wife dcccclxxx.33. Ali the Persian and the Kurd Sharper ccxciv.? ? ? ? ? For know that
hither have I fared and come to this thy land, By hopes of union with thee and near fruition led..?STORY OF THE FULLER AND HIS
WIFE..Shehriyar, Shehrzad and, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157.."Be it as thou deemest," answered Er Reshid and caused return the damsel to her chamber,
saying to her, "The Lady Zubeideh saith thus and thus." Quoth she, "God requite her for me with good! Indeed, thou dealest equitably, O
Commander of the Faithful, in this judgment." And he answered, "Go now to thy place, and to-morrow we will let bring thy lord." So she kissed
the earth and recited the following verses:.Meanwhile, they carried the damsel into the Commander of the Faithful and she pleased him; so he
assigned her a lodging of the apartments of choice. She abode in the palace, eating not neither drinking and ceasing not from weeping night nor
day, till, one night, the Khalif sent for her to his sitting-chamber and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, be of good heart and cheerful eye, for I will make
thy rank higher than [any of] the concubines and thou shall see that which shall rejoice thee." She kissed the earth and wept; whereupon the Khalif
called for her lute and bade her sing. So she improvised and sang the following verses, in accordance with that which was in her heart:.So each of
them went up to the [supposed] dead man and dealt him nigh upon a hundred blows, exclaiming the while, one, 'This is for (45) my father!' and
another, 'This is for my grandfather!' whilst a third said, 'This is for my brother!' and a fourth, 'This is for my mother!' And they gave not over
taking turns at him and beating him, till they were weary, what while El Merouzi stood laughing and saying in himself, 'It is not I alone who have
entered into sin against him. There is no power and no virtue save in God the Most High, the Supreme!'.17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.19.
The Sparrow and the Peacock clii.Then, when it was night, she brought her to me, after she had adorned her and perfumed her, and said to her,
"Gainsay not this thy lord in aught that he shall seek of thee." When she came to bed with me, I said in myself, "Verily, this damsel (216) is more
generous than I!" Then I sent away the slave-girl and drew not nigh unto her, but arose forthright and betaking myself to my wife, lay with her and
did away her maidenhead. She straightway conceived by me and accomplishing the time of her pregnancy, gave birth to this dear little daughter; in
whom I rejoiced, for that she was lovely to the utterest, and she hath inherited her mother's wit and her father's comeliness..When she had made an
end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said
to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have
found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I!
This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a
princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady, whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not
thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand
and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that she would not forget him..'Twere better and meeter thy presence to leave, ii.
85..When Zuheir heard his words, he bade smite off his head; but his Vizier said to him, "Slay him not, till his friend be present." So he
commanded the two slaves to fetch his friend; whereupon they repaired to El Abbas and called to him, saying, "O youth, answer the summons of
King Zuheir." "What would the king with me?" asked he, and they answered, "We know not." Quoth he, "Who gave the king news of me?" "We
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went to draw water," answered they, "and found a man by the water. So we questioned him of his case, but he would not acquaint us therewith;
wherefore we carried him perforce to King Zuheir, who questioned him of his case and he told him that he was going to Akil. Now Akil is the
king's enemy and he purposeth to betake himself to his camp and make prize of his offspring and cut off his traces." "And what," asked El Abbas,
"hath Akil done with King Zuheir?" And they replied, "He engaged for himself that he would bring the king every year a thousand dinars and a
thousand she-camels, besides a thousand head of thoroughbred horses and two hundred black slaves and fifty slave-girls; but it hath reached the
king that Akil purposeth to give nought of this; wherefore he is minded to go to him. So hasten thou with us, ere the king be wroth with thee and
with us.".? ? ? ? ? To Baghdad upon a matter of all moment do I fare, For the love of one whose beauties have my reason led astray..When the
evening evened, the king summoned the vizier, and when he presented himself, he required of him the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening
and obedience. Know, O august king, that.Thief, A Merry Jest of a, ii. 186..His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against
him; so he drew his sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.On like wise, O king," continued the
youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ?
? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story
of the Barber's Sixth Brother clxiv.Officer's Story, The Ninth, ii. 167..Meanwhile Shah Khatoun went in to the king's son and conceived by him and
bore a son, as he were the resplendent moon. When Belehwan saw this that had betided his brother, jealousy and envy overcame him; so he went in
one night to his father's house and coming to his brother's lodging, saw the nurse sleeping at the chamber-door, with the cradle before her and
therein his brother's child asleep. Belehwan stood by him and fell to looking upon his face, the radiance whereof was as that of the moon, and Satan
insinuated himself into his heart, so that he bethought himself and said, 'Why is not this child mine? Indeed, I am worthier of him than my brother,
[yea], and of the damsel and the kingship.' Then envy got the better of him and anger spurred him, so that he took out a knife and setting it to the
child's gullet, cut his throat and would have severed his windpipe..Prince Bihzad, Story of, i. 99..Thy presence honoureth us and we, i. 13..The old
man betook himself to the city, as she bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the
letter, which when he saw, he kissed the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying
all that she bade him, laid it in a porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where
he relieved him of his burden and carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till
they were satisfied, when the old man rose and removed the food from before her..The queen drank off her cup and bestowed on Tuhfeh a dress of
cloth-of-pearl, fringed with red rubies, worth twenty thousand dinars, and a tray wherein were ten thousand dinars..? ? ? ? ? a. The Cat and the
Mouse dcix.[Then they all flew off in haste and] lighting down in the place where were their father Es Shisban and their grandfather the Sheikh
Aboultawaif, found the folk on the sorriest of plights. When their grandfather Iblis saw them, he rose to them and wept, and they all wept for
Tuhfeh. Then said Iblis to them, 'Yonder dog hath outraged mine honour and taken Tuhfeh, and I doubt not but that she is like to perish [of
concern] for herself and her lord Er Reshid and saying "All that they said and did (239) was false."' Quoth Kemeriyeh, 'O grandfather mine, there is
nothing left for it but [to use] stratagem and contrivance for her deliverance, for that she is dearer to me than everything; and know that yonder
accursed one, whenas he is ware of your coming upon him, will know that he hath no power to cope with you, he who is the least and meanest [of
the Jinn]; but we fear that, when he is assured of defeat, he will kill Tuhfeh; wherefore nothing will serve but that we contrive for her deliverance;
else will she perish.' 'And what hast thou in mind of device?' asked he; and she answered, 'Let us take him with fair means, and if he obey, [all will
be well]; else will we practise stratagem against him; and look thou not to other than myself for her deliverance.' Quoth Iblis, 'The affair is thine;
contrive what thou wilt, for that Tuhfeh is thy sister and thy solicitude for her is more effectual than [that of] any.'.So they all arose and repaired to
El Anca, who abode in the Mountain Caf. (248) When she saw them, she rose to them and saluted them, saying, 'O my ladies, may I not be
bereaved of you!' Quoth Wekhimeh to her, 'Who is like unto thee, O Anca? Behold, Queen Es Shuhba is come to thee.' So El Anca kissed the
queen's feet and lodged them in her palace; whereupon Tuhfeh came up to her and fell to kissing her and saying, 'Never saw I a goodlier than this
favour.' Then she set before them somewhat of food and they ate and washed their hands; after which Tuhfeh took the lute and played excellent
well; and El Anca also played, and they fell to improvising verses in turns, whilst Tuhfeh embraced El Anca every moment. Quoth Es Shuhba, 'O
my sister, each kiss is worth a thousand dinars;' and Tuhfeh answered, 'Indeed, a thousand dinars were little for it.' Whereat El Anca laughed and on
the morrow they took leave of her and went away to Meimoun's palace. (249).? ? ? ? ? When in the sitting-chamber we for merry-making sate,
With thine eyes' radiance the place thou didst illuminate.Meanwhile, Isfehend the Vizier wrote a letter and despatched it to all the Amirs,
acquainting them with that which had betided him with King Azadbekht and how he had taken his daughter by force and adding, "And indeed he
will do with you more than he hath done with me." When the letter reached the chiefs [of the people and troops], they all assembled together to
Isfehend and said to him, "What is to do with him?" (96) So he discovered to them the affair of his daughter and they all agreed, of one accord, that
they should endeavour for the slaughter of the king and taking horse with their troops, set out, intending for him. Azadbekht knew not [of their
design] till the noise [of the invasion] beset his capital city, when he said to his wife Behrjaur, "How shall we do?" And she answered, saying,
"Thou knowest best and I am at thy commandment." So he let bring two swift horses and bestrode one himself, whilst his wife mounted the other.
Then they took what they might of gold and went forth, fleeing, in the night, to the desert of Kerman; what while Isfehend entered the city and
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made himself king..16. The Fox and the Crow cl.My watering lips, that cull the rose of thy soft cheek, declare, iii. 134..The Lady Zubeideh
answered him many words and the talk waxed amain between them. At last the Khalif sat down at the heads of the pair and said, "By the tomb of
the Apostle of God (may He bless and preserve him!) and the sepulchres of my fathers and forefathers, whoso will tell me which of them died
before the other, I will willingly give him a thousand dinars!" When Aboulhusn heard the Khalifs words, he sprang up in haste and said, "I died
first, O Commander of the Faithful! Hand over the thousand dinars and quit thine oath and the conjuration by which thou sworest." Then Nuzhet el
Fuad rose also and stood up before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, who both rejoiced in this and in their safety, and the princess chid her
slave-girl. Then the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh gave them joy at their well-being and knew that this [pretended] death was a device to get the
money; and the princess said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Thou shouldst have sought of me that which thou desiredst, without this fashion, and not have
consumed my heart for thee." And she said, "Indeed, I was ashamed, O my lady.".? ? ? ? ? When I recall the season of love-delight with them, The
sweet of sleep forsakes me, my body wastes amain..? ? ? ? ? Life with our loves was grown serene, estrangement was at end: Our dear ones all
delight of love vouchsafed to us elate,.As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to
him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied,
"Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered
he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and
furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth
and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day
and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me,
"Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and
hopping about upon the ground and laughing..So he sat down upon the throne of the Khalifate and laid the dagger in his lap, whereupon all
[present] came up to kiss the earth before him and called down on him length of life and continuance [of glory and prosperity]. Then came forward
Jaafer the Barmecide and kissing the earth, said, "May the wide world of God be the treading of thy feet and may Paradise be thy dwelling-place
and the fire the habitation of thine enemies! May no neighbour transgress against thee nor the lights of fire die out for thee, (29) O Khalif of [all]
cities and ruler of [all] countries!".?A MERRY JEST OF A THIEF..? ? ? ? ? For the longing that abideth in my heart is hard to bear. Fare with me,
then, to my loved one. Answer nothing, but obey..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Thus," continued Shehrzad, "none is safe from the calamities
of fortune and the vicissitudes of time, and [in proof of this], I will relate unto thee yet another story still rarer and more extraordinary than this.
Know, O King, that one said to me, 'A friend of mine, a merchant, told me the following story. Quoth he,.Officer's Story, The Second, ii.
134..There was once a man hight Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for
beauty and loveliness. A man of his townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and
there was in his neighbourhood a learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with
moral instances]; and Khelbes was wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast
absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? c. The Third Calender's
Story liii.? ? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son. dcccclxxx.FIROUZ AND HIS WIFE (175).? ? ? ? ? For if "Her grave above her is levelled" it be said,
Of life and its continuance no jot indeed reck I..? ? ? ? ? o. The Merchant and the Thieves dcxxix.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the
Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah, iii. 171..162. Aboukir the Dyer and Abousir the Barber dccccxxx.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a
Schoolmaster dclxvii.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire
raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee
from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and
those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness,
and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and
spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is
addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,
leaving me in concern [on her account]..In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye, iii. 65..? ? ? ? ? The Lord's alternatives are these,
wherewith He's wont The needy wretch to ply and those in sore duresse..The king gave ear to her counsel and despatching the eunuch for the
mamelukes, assigned them a lodging and said to them, "Have patience, till the king give you tidings of your lord El Abbas." When they heard his
words, their eyes ran over with plenteous tears, of their much longing for the sight of their lord. Then the king bade the queen enter the privy
chamber (97) and let down the curtain (98) [before the door thereof]. So she did this and he summoned them to his presence. When they stood
before him, they kissed the earth, to do him worship, and showed forth their breeding (99) and magnified his dignity. He bade them sit, but they
refused, till he conjured them by their lord El Abbas. So they sat down and he caused set before them food of various kinds and fruits and
sweetmeats. Now within the Lady Afifeh's palace was an underground way communicating with the palace of the princess Mariyeh. So the queen
sent after her and she came to her, whereupon she made her stand behind the curtain and gave her to know that El Abbas was the king's son of
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Yemen and that these were his mamelukes. Moreover, she told her that the prince's father had levied his troops and was come with his army in
quest of him and that he had pitched his camp in the Green Meadow and despatched these mamelukes to make enquiry of their lord. So Mariyeh
abode looking upon them and upon their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their apparel, till they had eaten their fill of food and the tables
were removed; whereupon the king recounted to them the story of El Abbas and they took leave of him and went away..Then he raised his head to
the Magian and said to him, 'Say thy say, thou also.' So the Magian said, 'This is my slave-girl, whom I bought with my money from such a land
and for so many dinars, and I made her my favourite (67) and loved her with an exceeding love and gave her charge over my good; but she
betrayed me in my substance and plotted with one of my servants to slay me, tempting him by promising him that she would be his wife. When I
knew this of her and was certified that she purposed treason against me, I awoke [from my heedlessness] and did with her that which I did, of fear
for myself from her craft and perfidy; for indeed she is a beguiler with her tongue and she hath taught these two youths this pretence, by way of
trickery and of her perfidy and malice: so be thou not deluded by her and by her talk.'
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